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Texas Governor addresses
Dussehra-Diwali festival rall

e - - k- — iar. — 3
Texas frovermor (rreg Abbor, left, with festival organizer Arin Verma af Shei Sitoram Foundation,
L8 and Durga Agrowal, noted Indian comemninity leader, addresses a huge gathering at Sugar
Land’s Comstellation Field on Satwrday, Oct. 20. The festival showcased Tndia’s ancient culiere
through varions activities amd presemtations [ike Follk Dance Envemble, hiviorical plays, bridal
Jusion show, cuivines from different parts of India, and a compriving aboiut 50 foats
showeasing bistorical representations. UK Rep, Pete Olson was the grand marshal of the parade.
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ussehra-Diwa]i festi‘fa_l

Houston area community at
large thronged the Constellation
Ficld in Sugar Land to celeheate
the annual Diwali festival, the
festival of lights, on Oct. 20

As Texas Governor Greg Ab-
bott joined the Indo-American
community as the chict guest,
represeniatives of the consul-
ates of India, Indonesia, Brazil,
Republic of China and Mexico
attended the celebeations as
wiell.

This was the Tth annoal Di-
wali Drusschra Festival orga-
nized by Bhei Rita Ram Foun-
dation, & non profit engaged in
promoting Vedic culture and
heritage of India. The Founda-
tion also provides furds to sup-
port 30 nonprofit crganizations
annuallvoffers 2 limited nuom-
ber of scholarships and assists
dizadwantaged people in the o-
cal commusnity.

Celebrations showeased dif-
ferent and unigue aspects of
India. The entire stadium was
decorated inside and out with
close to a million multicolared
lights which was scen from a
distance as people drowve in.
The entire concourse was deeo-
rated with garlands & fowers
o welcome guests in the spirit
of “Mdhiti Devo Bhava™, which
mcan guesis arc to be seen 85
god.

High school volunteers wel-
comed the visitors with folded
hands saying “Mamasthe”. A
huge deity of Hindu God Gane-
sha known to be the remover of
abstacles adorned the entrance.

Attendees were treated with
further visual delights as they
walked in o see TO beawtifully
decorated red satindraped shops
glittering with lights adorming
the entire concourse selling tra-
ditional jewelry, clothing and
sundry items briskly, and a food
court offering cuisine from dif-
fzrent parts of Indiz.

Childrer had a wonderful
time with a varicty of treats o
crpape their interest in e.g. fres
halioons, face painting, heona,
plavground, moon walks, pet-
ting zoo, pony rides, exploring
fire engine and police cruiser.
There were pgames such as
shooting the demon with bow
and arrow and demon shaped

pifiatas filled with candy, which
the children delighted in break-
ing with a stick.

Divine meet & Greet was as-
ranged in the concourss where-
in audience could interact with
arists dressed wp as historical
characicrs. Both kids and par-
ents cnjoved taking picturcs
with thern. Beating of musical
drums accompanicd merminment
and dancing by ruamy.

The Constellation field was
a visuzl delight with effigies of
derons (1o be consumed by fire
later) on one hand; a beauriful
temple of the prominent Hindu
God ‘Ram” decorated with &
feot high clephams on either
side in the center ficld; and a
towering 25 fect high inflatable
replica of Hindu God, Hanu-
man on the other side. The hoge
concert style stzge built on the
seeand base of the stadium with
large LED screens held every-
one’s attention, where 2 number
of stape performances contin-
ved from § pom. ormaards.

Several children dressed up
as inspirational characters from
Indianm history, cothusiastically
participated in the costume
cortest. Houston's best danee
schools performed varicty of
dances in the spirit of Diwali
Dusschra Theme.

Mesmerizing  performances
such as Brides of India, 10
Vishnus, Egyptian Spiriteal
Diance by Tanoura dancer, Ac-
tion packed Ram lecla Yoddh
Eand. Eight minuwte Ramayan
Diance kept sudicnce  capti-
vated, A helicopter rose petals
shower to Coronate (GO0 Ram
grandly concluded stage perfoe-
(HFE

The chief guest for the event
was Texas Governor Grepg Alb-
baott wha flew in from Austin to
celebeate Diwali with 10,000
plus attendecs at Skecter's sta-
divm. He fondly talked abouwt
his wisit to India carlier this
year, his meeting with Prime
Minister Modi, and with In-
dian Industry leaders. He spoke
ghout the growing fricndship
and trade between Indiz and
Texas and the similarities be-
tween [ndizn and Texan values.

Abbott talked about  wval-
wes that Dhiwali stands foe, ic.

A scene from the Ramayana
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“Wictory of good over Ewil',
‘Knowledge over ignorance’,
“light over darkness’ and "hope
ower  despair’. The growing
similarity of shared valwes such
as education, entreprencurship,
cconomic  advancemen:, and
compassion will continue o
bring the communitics of India,
Texas and Indian Americans
closer to cach other.

Congressman Pete  Olson
wis The Parade Marshal for the
Dusschra Parade, the highlight
of the evening for which audi-
cnce paticnily waited.

Duwssehra  Parade lead by
Olson holding the Indian fiag
was followed by comeunity at
large. Many Temples, [smaili
Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, lo-
cal proups, cultural organiza-
tinns, faith and service based
organtzaiions pamicipated in
the parade, reprosenting unity
in diversity. Floats from 45 dif-
ferent  organizations  depicted
Indian culture, heritage and

L

Srl Ravula in Maha Vishau cosiume

seenes from Indian  History
Wlls Farge stage coach ma-
jestically pulled by four horses
followed by Fagganath Chariot
by Crrissa Culre Center con-
cluded the spectacular parade.

Priest from different temples
in Houston tegether perforrmed
Maha Aami, the final prayers
e conclude the cvent; a ritwal
to worship, glorify and thank
Lord Ram [God) for the cel-
chrations and for the wellbe-
ing of all living beings in the
world. Thousands at the sta-
dium switched on their phone
flash Lights while kids switched
on their finger lights given car-
lier and participated silently in
Maha Aarti.

The event concluded with
the countdown for effipy burn-
ing of the demons, followed by
remarkable Diwali firewaorks to
celebeate the *Victory of Good
over Evil”.

The event not only featuned
people  from  various  back-

proumds but zlso made every-
one feel welcome.

For example, Jessica Gonza-
lez from the Swami Dayanand
Education Foundation noted
“This is such a lively event, and
although [ am not Indian, 1 feel
like [ am a part of it."

Ranjit Zingh of the Sikh Ma-
tional Center echoed this sen-
timent by saying "1 have cel-
chrated this cvent since [ was a
child, and this celebration does
a great job of representing vari-
ous cultures and religions.™

When asked abowt their cx-
perience, another visitor said
“The Dusherra Diwali mela
was the most spectacular event
[ had ever attended. 1 have not
seen something so big in In-
diz ton. The mehs-asrti was
cherry on the cake, thowsands
of people doing Aarti togethes
reminded me of Shri ganga
river Aarti in Haridwar. This
was my first time here and I'm
bounded for a lifetime now™.



